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1 Introduction  

The applicant is Andrew Foord Henare Petherbridge, Andrea Jayne Petherbridge and 

Desmond Foord Petherbridge (as Trustees of The Savi Family Trust).  

The applicant owns property at 671 New Renwick Road, Blenheim.  

The property is legally described as Lot 3 DP 6606. 

The applicant holds resource consent U090383. That resource consent provides for: 

• The abstraction and use of underground water form well P28w/1994 up to 80m3/day. 

The water is used for the irrigation of 3.65 ha of vineyard located on Lot 3 DP 6606. 

In terms of a seasonal allocation, U090383 equates to 19,360m3/year. 

Water permit U070689 is due to expire on 1 November 2019.  

The applicant seeks the re-issue of their water permit with a new water permit that provides 

for the irrigation of up to 3.65 hectares of vineyard and ancillary uses.   

The abstraction volume sought is consistent with the irrigation demand for the property as 

determined by the IrriCalc model as per Appendix 3. 

This report provides an assessment of effects on the environment in accordance with the 

Fourth Schedule of the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA) for the following activities: 

• Water Permit – Take Water; and 

• Water Permit – Use Water. 

Attached to this application are the following: 

• Appendix 1 – Location Plan;  

• Appendix 2 – Site Plan;  

• Appendix 3 – Irrigation Requirements; and 

• Appendix 4 – Title Document.  
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2 The Proposal 

The applicant, Andrew Foord Henare Petherbridge, Andrea Jayne Petherbridge and Desmond 

Foord Petherbridge (as Trustees of The Savi Family Trust), seek resource consent for the 

following activities: 

• Water Permit – Take Underground Water 

o To abstract Brancott FMU water up to a maximum rate of 7,647 m3/year from 

well P28w/1994 located on Lot 3 DP 6606. 

• Water Permit – Use Water 

o To use water for the irrigation of up to 3.65 hectares of vineyard located on 

Lot 3 DP 6606. 

o To use water for ancillary uses on Lot 3 DP 6606 up to a maximum rate of 

80m3/day and 365m3/year on Lot 3 DP 6606. 

Water will be abstracted via existing well P28w/1994.  The intake site is shown in the attached 

Site Plan contained in Appendix 2.   

The existing water meter is being verified for accuracy. A copy of the verification certificate 

will be provided to Council upon receipt.  

The site is within the Southern Valleys Irrigation Scheme (SVIS) area. The applicant uses the 

SVIS to irrigate the remaining 2.44 ha of vineyard as well a back-up to the existing 

groundwater consent.  

The volume of water sought for ancillary purposes is consistent with standard industry 

practice whereby 100 m3/year/ha is considered appropriate for crop spraying, line flushing 

and the like. 

The proposal results in an effective surrender of some 11,713m3 per annum of Brancott FMU 

water. 
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3 The Existing Environment 

The site is located at 671 New Renwick Road, immediately west of the Fairhall River. 

The site comprises a total area of 8 hectares, of which 6.09 hectares is planted in vineyard. 

The site also comprises a residential dwelling, associated buildings and landscaped grounds.  

The location of the supply well P28w/1994 is shown on the Site Plan contained in Appendix 2. 

The well is 63m deep with a 125mm diameter well casing. This well penetrates the relatively 

low yielding Brancott Aquifer FMU.  

The nearest neighbouring wells from P28w/1994 according to Council’s database are greater 

than 250 metres distant.  

The dominant surrounding land use is now vineyards. 
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4 Statutory Framework 

4.1 The Resource Management Act 1991 

Section 14 of the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA) requires that no person may take, 

use, dam or divert water unless expressly allowed by a rule in a regional plan, and in any 

relevant proposed regional plan or a resource consent. 

4.2 The Wairau Awatere Resource Management Plan  

The site is zoned Rural 3 under the Wairau Awatere Resource Management Plan (the 

WARMP). 

General Rule 27.1.2.3 of the WARMP provides that any abstraction between 10 and 500 

m3/day/site from a water resource, other than the Wairau Aquifer, shall be assessed as a 

discretionary activity. 

There are no rules for the use of water in the WARMP, therefore the activity is considered in-

nominate under the RMA and is considered a discretionary activity. 

4.3 The Proposed Marlborough Environment Plan 

The site is zoned Rural Environment under the Proposed Marlborough Environment Plan 

(MEP). 

General Rules 2.5.2 and 2.5.3 of the MEP provide for any take and use of water not listed as 

either a permitted, controlled or limited as a prohibited activity as discretionary activities.  The 

proposal is not provided for as a permitted activity or controlled activity or limited as a 

prohibited activity and therefore requires discretionary activity consent as per Rules 2.5.2 and 

2.5.3.  
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5 Consultation and Notification 

No consultation has been undertaken as it is considered there are no potentially affected 

parties or effects such that consultation or notification is warranted.   

Additionally, the proposal results in a surrender of some 11,713m3 per annum of Brancott 

FMU water. 

 

6 Assessment of Environmental Effects 

6.1 Potential Abstraction Effects  

The applicant’s proposed abstraction falls within the MEP water allocation framework for the 

Brancott Freshwater Management Unit.  The proposal results in a surrender of some 

11,713m3 per annum of Brancott FMU water. 

If an application for an allocation of water is within the MEP water allocation framework and 

appropriate conditions of consent are imposed and complied with then the abstraction of 

that water can occur and adverse effects on the environment should not arise. 

This proposal reflects the IrriCalc model and the reasonable use assessment.   Water meter 

readings will provide an accurate record from the beginning of a new consent period based 

on actual operational requirements.  

The proposal is entirely consistent with the MEP water allocation provisions and is within the 

MEP water allocation framework.  

Likewise, for the WARMP the water allocation regime contained within that Plan has been 

established to "provide for the taking, use, damming and diversion of fresh water in a manner 

which safeguards the life supporting capacity of the resource and avoids remedies or mitigates 

any adverse effects on the environment".   
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Therefore, if any resource consent application to abstract water is consistent with this regime 

then the abstraction will not lead to the occurrence of adverse effects on the environment 

and will ensure that the life supporting capacity of the Brancott Aquifer is safeguarded.  The 

proposed abstraction is within the WARMP water allocation framework. 

Furthermore, it is noted that the proposed abstraction has been occurring throughout the 

duration of the pre-existing water permits without the occurrence of any known adverse 

effects. 

6.2 Potential Effects on Other Users 

The proposed abstraction site is at least 250m from the nearest neighbouring wells. This 

separation distance should be sufficient to ensure there are no significant adverse effects.  

There is no known history of interference effects resulting from the applicant’s current 

authorised abstraction. 

6.3 The Efficient Use of Water 

The quantity applied for is considered to be appropriate and is consistent with the IrriCalc 

model to ensure sufficient irrigation water for the applicant’s property.  Irrigation is only 

undertaken when required.   

Any irrigation undertaken is done so due to a need and to maximise the efficiency of the 

irrigation and the financial cost of doing so.  

6.4 Any Alternative Locations or Methods 

No alternative locations or methods have been considered.   
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6.5 Any Other Potential Effect 

The abstraction is unlikely to affect the flows in the nearby Fairhall River given the setback 

and the depth of the well at 63 metres.  

The proposal is not anticipated to have any adverse effects on those in the neighbourhood or 

wider community (including any socio-economic or cultural effects). 

There are no known / recorded archaeological or recognised customary activities associated 

with the subject site.  Consequently, it is considered that the proposed activities will not lead 

to the occurrence of adverse effects on cultural or historic values. 

There are no other potential effects anticipated. 

 

7 Summary of Mitigation Measures 

The mitigation measures in relation to this application to ensure the environmental effects 

are not more than minor, as discussed above, are summarised as follows: 

• The proposal results in a surrender of some 11,713m3 per annum of Brancott FMU 

water; 

• Efficient irrigation will be achieved by means of compliance with the IrriCalc irrigation 

demand model; 

• The abstraction will be subject to Brancott FMU low flow restrictions;   

• Water metering will provide accurate records of actual operational requirements; 

• Irrigation is only undertaken when required; and 

• Interference effects on other users are not anticipated to arise. 
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8 Other Matters 

8.1 Resource Management Act 1991 

Part 2 of the RMA sets out its purpose and principles on which the RMA is founded and from 

which all other associated statutory framework is derived.  The purpose of the RMA is to 

promote the sustainable management of natural and physical resources.  The RPS and the 

Plan have been developed under the RMA and are generally considered to be the local 

implementation of the purpose and principles.  

8.1.1 Section 6 Matters of National Importance 

There are no matters of national importance that are identified in Section 6 of the RMA that 

are of relevance to this application.  

8.1.2 Section 7 Other Matters 

Section 7 of the Act sets out other matters that Council is to have particular regard to in 

achieving the purpose of the Act.  The matters of relevance to this application are outlined 

below:  

Section 7(b) the efficient use and development of natural and physical resources 

Section 7(c) the maintenance and enhancement of amenity values 

This application is an efficient use of natural and physical resources.  No adverse effects on 

amenity values are anticipated. 

8.1.3 Section 8 Treaty of Waitangi 

The application is consistent with the RMA planning framework and is therefore considered 

consistent with Section 8 in terms of Treaty of Waitangi considerations. 

Based on the above assessment, it is considered that the proposal will meet the purpose and 

principles of the RMA. 
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8.1.4 Section 104(2A) 

Section 104(2A) of the RMA requires that a Consent Authority, when considering an 

application affected by Section 1241, must have regard to the value of investment of the 

existing Consent Holder.  

The applicants have invested in excess of $300,000 dollars for the development of irrigation 

infrastructure, assets and systems, and establishing vineyards. 

In addition to these costs are the ongoing costs associated with pumping of the water which 

are in excess of $0.25/m3. 

8.2 The National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management 

The National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management (NPSFW) sets out objectives and 

policies that direct local government to manage water in an integrated and sustainable way, 

while providing for economic growth within set water quantity and quality limits. 

Amongst other matters the NPSFW requires that all Regional Councils ensure that the 

allocation of water resources above a pre-determined sustainable maximum volume does not 

occur and if any such ‘over-allocation’ exists then the Regional Council must undertake steps 

to reduce the over-allocation. 

The MEP details an allocation regime for the Brancott FMU.  The applicant understands that 

the allocation of water they are seeking is within the MEP allocation regime. Consequently, 

the proposal is considered consistent with the NPSFW.   

 

                                                           

1 Section 124 of the RMA relates to applications for resource consent that seek the ‘re-issue’ or ‘re-

newel’ of an existing resource consent that is due to expire.  
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8.3 Marlborough Regional Policy Statement  

The RPS and the Plan have been developed under the RMA and are generally considered to 

be the local implementation of the purpose and principles. 

Those provisions of the Regional Policy Statement (RPS) that are the most applicable to this 

proposal include: 

Section 5 – Protection of Water Ecosystems includes the following objective and policies. 

Objective 5.1.10 – Freshwater Habitat – The integrity of freshwater habitats and 

natural species diversity be maintained or enhanced.  

The natural character of the Brancott FMU is maintained under the water allocation regime 

which this application falls under.   

The proposal is therefore consistent with this objective. 

Section 7 – Community Wellbeing includes the following objective and policies. 

Objective 7.1.9 – Provision for Activities - To enable present and future generations to 

provide for their wellbeing by allowing use, development and protection of resources 

provided any adverse effects of activities are avoided, remedied or mitigated. 

Objective 7.2.2 – Sustainable Management of Water - Enable the sustainable 

management of surface water and groundwater. 

Policy 7.2.3 – Allocation of Water 

(a) Establish mechanisms for the allocation of surface water and groundwater 

from the Wairau, Awatere, Clarence and Pelorus/Kaituna catchments. 

(b) Include the following principles into water allocation mechanisms: 

• sustainable management; 

• equitable allocation; 

• avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects; 
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• minimise conflicts between users; and 

• ensure efficient and beneficial use. 

This application seeks to abstract and use water in manner consistent with these objectives 

and policies and the volumes sought for abstraction are in within the MDC guidelines / 

mechanisms for water allocation and will not result in the occurrence of adverse effects on 

the environment. 

This proposal is therefore consistent with these objectives and policies. 

8.4 The Wairau Awatere Resource Management Plan 

The Wairau Awatere Resource Management Plan (the WARMP) contains objectives and 

policies relating to water resources.   

Chapter 6 – Fresh Water, Volume 1 of the Plan, contains the following objectives and policies: 

Objective 6.2.1.1 To provide for the taking, use, damming and diversion of 

fresh water in a manner which safeguards the life supporting 

capacity of the resource and avoids, remedies or mitigates 

any adverse effects on the environment. 

Policy 1.2 To maintain groundwater levels and flows at levels which 

safeguard the life supporting capacity of the resource by 

setting and enforcing Sustainable Flow Regimes (SFRs) in 

m3/year. 

Policy 1.3 To establish groundwater SFRs to: 

• Prevent damage to the physical structure of the 

aquifer such as compaction in the Southern Valleys 

Water Management Zone; 

• Prevent reductions in the quality of spring flows eg: 

Spring Creek from the Wairau Aquifer; 
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• Prevent a landward shift of the seawater/freshwater 

interface, eg: Rarangi Shallow Aquifer;  

• Protect the instream habitat and ecology; and 

• Provide for maintenance or enhancement of water 

quality 

An SFR has been established for the Brancott Aquifer. This application seeks to replace an 

existing consent that is already within the Brancott Aquifer SFR allocation. In addition, the 

proposal results in an effective surrender of some 11,713m3 per annum of Brancott FMU 

water. 

Objective 6.3.1.1 To achieve equitable allocation and use of surface water and 

groundwater resources. 

Policy 1.3  To set water permit volumes, initially and at either review or 

renewal, on the basis of water allocation guidelines or actual 

use as indicated by water meter readings. 

Policy 1.8 To require water metering by an accepted method as a 

condition of all water permits involving the taking and use of 

water. 

The volume of water proposed to be abstracted allows for irrigation application rates 

consistent with MDC’s guidelines as contained in the WARMP. 

The applicant is in the process of upgrading their water meter on the abstraction well to 

enable data to be sent direct to the Council.  
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8.5 Proposed Marlborough Environment Plan 

The MEP contains a range of relevant objectives and policies as follows: 

Chapter 5 – Allocation of Public Resources 

Objective 5.2 Safeguard the life-supporting capacity of freshwater resources by 

retaining sufficient flows and/or levels for the natural and human use 

values supported by waterbodies. 

Policy 5.2.11 – Set specific minimum levels for Freshwater Management Units 

dominated by aquifers to: 

(a) prevent physical damage to the structure of the aquifer; 

(b) prevent headwater recession of spring flows; 

(c) prevent a landward shift in the seawater/freshwater interface 

and the potential for saltwater contamination of the aquifer; 

(d) maintain natural and human use values of rivers and 

wetlands where groundwater is physically connected and 

contributes significantly to flow in the surface waterbody; 

(e) maintain groundwater quality; and 

(f)  prevent long-term decline in aquifer levels that compromises 

the matters set out in (a) to (e). 

Policy 5.2.13 Limit the total amount of water available to be taken from any 

freshwater management unit and avoid allocating water (through the 

resource consent process) beyond the limit set. 

Objective 5.3 Enable access to reliable supplies of freshwater. 

Policy 5.3.6 Allocate water within any class on a first-in, first-served basis through 

the resource consent process until the allocation limit is reached for 

the first time. 

Policy 5.3.7 Allocate water to irrigation users on the basis of a nine in ten year 

water demand for the crop/pasture. 
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Policy 5.3.11 Have regard to the potential for any take of water to adversely affect 

the ability of an existing water user to continue taking water and 

mitigate any adverse effects by limiting, where necessary, the 

instantaneous rate of take. 

Objective 5.5 Phase out any over-allocation of water resources. 

Policy 5.5.1 Recognise that the following Freshwater Management Units are over-

allocated with respect to limits established in the Marlborough 

Environment Plan: 

(a) Wairau Aquifer; 

(b) Benmorven, Brancott and Omaka Aquifer; and 

(c) Riverlands. 

Policy 5.5.5 Resolve over-allocation of the Benmorven, Brancott and Omaka 

Aquifer Freshwater Management Units by reducing individual 

resource consent allocations on a proportional basis, based on the 

total allocation available relative to each individual’s irrigated land 

area, or equivalent for non-irrigation water uses (excluding domestic 

and stock water). The reductions will be achieved by reviewing the 

conditions of the relevant water permits to reallocate the available 

allocation fairly across all relevant users. 

Objective 5.7 The allocation and use of water do not exceed the rate or volume 

required for any given water use. 

Policy 5.7.2 To allocate water on the basis of reasonable demand given the 

intended use. 

The MEP states the maximum annual allocation for the Brancott FMU is 282,000 cubic 

metres.  This application is proposed to replace an existing consent resulting in a significant 

surrender of the Brancott FMU water such that the proposal is considered entirely consistent 

with the above policy provisions. 
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9 Proposed Monitoring 

The Fourth Schedule of the Act, requires that ‘where the scale or significance of the activity's 

effect are such that monitoring is required, a description of how, once the proposal is 

approved, effects will be monitored and by whom’. 

Monitoring of the abstraction and use of water will primarily be achieved by way of 

telemetered water metering together with compliance with all applicable resource consent 

conditions.  

 

10 Conclusion 

The applicant, Andrew Foord Henare Petherbridge, Andrea Jayne Petherbridge and Desmond 

Foord Petherbridge (as Trustees of The Savi Family Trust), seek resource consent for the 

following activities: 

• Water Permit – Take Underground Water 

o To abstract Brancott FMU water up to a maximum rate of 7,647 m3/year from 

well P28w/1994 located on Lot 3 DP 6606. 

• Water Permit – Use Water 

o To use water for the irrigation of up to 3.65 hectares of vineyard located on 

Lot 3 DP 6606. 

o To use water for ancillary uses on Lot 3 DP 6606 up to a maximum rate of 

80m3/day and 365m3/year on Lot 3 DP 6606. 

Any associated potential effects on the environment can be appropriately avoided, remedied 

or mitigated through the imposition of conditions of consent.  
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The proposal is consistent with the relevant provisions of Part 2 of the Act, the National Policy 

Statement for Freshwater Management 2014, the Marlborough Regional Policy Statement, 

the Wairau Awatere Resource Management Plan, and the Proposed Marlborough 

Environment Plan.  

Accordingly, resource consent should be granted to this proposal.  
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Appendix 1 – Location Plan 




